Schaedler agar (SA) and Trypticase soy-yeast extract agar (TSYEA), both supplemented with rabbit blood (5%, v/v) and menadione (0.5 mg/liter), were compared with respect to quantitative recovery, quality of growth, and rapidity of growth of selected anaerobic bacteria. The media were stored for 2 to 4 days prior to use in an anaerobic glove box, where all subsequent bacteriological procedures were performed. After 24 hrof incubation, colonies of Clostridium cadaveris (C. capitovale), C. haemolyticum, C. novyi A, and C. perfringens were larger on SA than on TSYEA, and the appearance of C. novyi B colonies on SA at 24 hr antedated their appearance on TSYEA. 
Some anaerobic bacteria are fastidious even when exacting culture techniques are used, and isolation of such organisms from clinical specimens requires an inordinate amount of time. Recently, Mata et al. (4) reported that excellent growth of various anaerobes was obtained with a modification of the medium described by Schaedler et al. (6) . We decided to compare the media used by Mata, available as Schaedler Agar (SA; BBL), with Trypticase-soy-yeast extract agar (TSYEA) [the medium currently used in our laboratory (2)] with respect to quantitative recovery, quality of growth, and rapidity of growth of selected anaerobes. to 48 hr). Serial dilutions (10-1 to 10-v) of the broth cultures were prepared in NIH thioglycollate broth (Difco), and 0.2-ml samples of the diluted cultures were spread on the surface of duplicate plates of each medium. These were incubated at 37 C and examined after 24 or 48 hr, or longer if necessary. Colony characteristics were recorded each time the plates were examined, but colony counts were not performed until either (i) colonies were greater than 0.5 mm in diameter or (ii) colonies less than 0.5 mm in diameter did not exhibit further growth.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

RESULTS
Colony size at 24 hr and quantitative recovery of the nine species of anaerobic bacteria tested are shown in Table 1 . All of the organisms tested produced detectable growth on both media at 24 hr except C. novyi B which produced no visible colonies, only hemolytic zones, on TSYEA (minute colonies appeared at 48 hr). On SA, the colonies of C. novyi B were 1.0 to 1.7 mm in diameter (Fig. 1) . Colonies of most of the other clostridial species tested were larger on SA than TSYEA. Colonies of C. novyi A and C. haemolyticum were minute on TSYEA but considerably larger on SA. Only C. tertium colonies were identical in diameter on the two media.
Quantitative recovery of four of the clostridia tested, C. cadaveris (C. capitovale), C. haemolyticum, C. perfringens, and C. tertium, was comparable on the two media. The recovery of C. novyi B was greater on SA than on TSYEA; the results for C. novyi A were inconclusive.
In addition to these differences, the clostridia tested produced only smooth colonies on TSYEA, whereas on SA C. novyi A and B, C. cadaveris, and C. perfringens produced both rough and smooth colonies (Fig. 2) .
No large differences were noted in quantitative recovery, colony size, morphology, or rapidity of growth among the three nonsporeforming, gramnegative bacilli tested: Bacteroides fragilis, B. melanionogenicus, and Fusobacterium fusiforme. The latter two required 48 hr to produce sizable colonies on either medium, and these were not apparently different with respect to size.
DISCUSSION
In our comparative study, SA proved to be superior to TSYEA for cultivation of some of the most fastidious anaerobes. The appearance of sizable colonies (greater than 1.0 mm in diameter) of C. novyi B and C. haemolyticum on SA within 24 hr and the increased recovery of C. novyi B on SA were noteworthy, because these organisms are difficult to cultivate (7). In our experiments, the effect(s) of atmospheric oxygen was essentially eliminated. Therefore, factors in the SA must have been responsible for the improved growth. Moore showed that L-cysteine is a required factor for luxuriant surface growth of C. novyi B (5 
